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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 4, line 19, the 
word "are" should be replaced with "is" and the second occurrence of the word "of 
should be changed to "at." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of thie second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

■ ♦ 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The phrase "is installed after the vehicle moves to the 
entering/alighting section" is not supported within the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 
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Claims 1-2, 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cho et al. 
(US 4884662). Regarding claim 1 Cho illustrates in Figure 1, a terminal for a guideway 
transit system comprising: an entry section (20) which is connected at one side to a 
guideway (36) at which a plurality of pilotJines (70, 72, 74, 76) for guiding the movement 
of a vehicle are formed, and to which each of the pilot lines (70, 72, 74, 76) of the 
guideway (36) is extended in such a manner as to be divided into several branches; 
an entering/alighting section (100) at which a plurality of berths (124, 126) where 
entering/alighting of a passenger or a freight into/from the vehicle is performed, is 
installed after the vehicle moves to the entering/alighting section along the pilot lines 
(70, 72, 74, 76) each divided into the several branches of the entry section and stops at 
the entering/alighting section; an U-turn section (116) for allowing the vehicle that has 
finished alighting from the vehicle at the entering/alighting section to perform U-turn; 
and a parking section (16) which is connected at one side to the U-turn section for 
allowing the vehicle that has finished operation to park at the sectioning park, and at the 
other side of which an external entry connected to an external general road is formed so 
that a dual-mode vehicle that operates on both the general road and the guideway can 
enter/exit into/from the parking section through external entry. The examiner notes that 
the limitation of the berths being "installed after the vehicle moves to the 
entering/alighting section" is a product by process limitation. "Even though product-by- 
process claims are limited by and defined by the process, determination of patentability 
is based on the product itself. The patentability of a product does not depend on its 
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method of production. If the product in the product-by-process claim is the same as or 
obvious from a product of the prior art, the claim is unpatentable even though the prior 
product was made by a different process (MPEP 21 13)." 

Regarding claim 2, Cho illustrates In Figure 1 the terminal according to claim 1, wherein 
the U-turn section (116) allows the vehicle to move one-way only (see directional arrow 
in Figure). 

Regarding claim 4, Cho illustrates in Figure 1 the terminal according to claim 1, wherein 
the entering/alighting section (100) and the entry section (20) have a standby line (72) 
formed thereon so that the vehicle which has finished the entering of the passengers 
can proceed up to the standby line (72) formed in the entry section (20) and stand by for 
departure. 

Regarding claim 5, Cho illustrates in Figure t the terminal according to claim 1, wherein 
a plurality of the pilot lines (70, 72, 74. 76) in the entry section (20) is arranged in such a 
manner as that they maintain the interval there between to an extent of being greater 

4 

than the width of the vehicle over a predetermined distance from a point adjacent to the 
entering/alighting section (100), so that more vehicles can stand by for alighting of the 
passengers from the vehicle in the entry section (20) in the case where there are many 
vehicles entering the terminal for the alighting. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cho et al. 
(US 4884662) in view of Hotta et al. (US 5234305). Regarding claim 3, it is described 
above what is disclosed by Cho. However, Cho does not teach a waiting room 
horizontally connected to the berths or a vehicle moving above or below the waiting 
room. Hotta illustrates in Figures 1 and 4 a U-turn section configured in such a manner 
that a waiting room is horizontally connected to the berths and the vehicle moves above 
or below the waiting room along a ramp so that the passengers can move horizontally 
between the waiting room and the berth (see modified Figures below). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of invention to modify the guideway 
structure of Cho with the storied U-turn / parking structure of Hotta to accommodate for 
more traffic / customers. 

» 

Regarding claim 6, Hotta illustrates in Figures 1 and 4 a parking section having a 
double-storied structure and each of the two floors is configured in such a manner that 
the vehicle can move to the parking section along the ramp (see modified Figures 
below). 
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Regarding claim 7, Hotta illustrates in Figures 1 and 4 a U-tum section configured in 
such a manner that a waiting room is horizontally connected to the berths and the 
vehicle moves above or below the waiting room along a ramp so that the passengers 
can move horizontally between the waiting room and the berth (see modified Figures 
below). 

Parking Areas 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Wilson (US 2895179) teaches a multiple screen drive-in theater with a U- 
turn area, parking area, berths, and pilot lines. Stull et al. teaches an 
electromagnetically propelled transportation system with pilot lines, berths, and a U-turn 
area. 

* 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Wendell whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
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3245. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 7:30AI\/I-5PM, Alt. Fri off, 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor Batson can be reached on (571) 272-6987. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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